99-72,5 




Page -13- 




CLAIMS ; 



What is claimed is: 



1. 



A method for automatically authorizdng a remote 



oint of purchase action at a facility /which permits such 
actions, said method comprising the stzfeps of: 

storing selections made by an /authorized user during 
a previous transaction; / 

prompting a user with options during a current 
transaction at the facility; / 

comparing options selected by the user with 
prestored selections; / 

requiring the user yto answer a security-related 
question if the options'^ selected by the user are 
inconsistent with the yprestored selections; and 

thereafter permitting the current transaction only 
if the user correctly answers said security-related 
question. / 

2 . The method of claim 1 wherein the step of storing 
selections comprises generating a user profile of 
selections made by the user during the last n 
transactions. / 



3 . The metjhod of claim 1 wherein the step of storing 
selections comprises storing selections made by the user 
at a plurality of facilities. 
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4 . The method of c/aim 1 wherein the step of storing 
selections comprised storing selections made by the user 
while using a cre/lit or debit card. 




5. The metho^d of claim 1 wherein the step of storing 
selections oomprises storing selections made by the user 
while usipjq a plurality of credit or debit cards, wherein 
each of /the credit or debit cards has a different account 
numbe] 

6. The method of ^laim 1 wherein the step of requiring 
the user to answer/a security-related question requires 
the user's current/ selections to be substantially 
inconsistent witM the prestored selections. 




wherein the step of requiring 
ity-related question is 



7 . The method of claim 
the user to answer a sec 

predicated on the user ' ^ cturrent selections being 
identical to the prestorea selections 



8 . The method of claim 1 /Wherein the step of requiring 
the user to answer a secu/ity-related question entails 
requiring the user to ansBwer a plurality of security- 
related questions, and j^herein the step of permitting the 
current transaction requires the user to answer each of 
the security- related /questions correctly. 
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1 9. A method for automatically authorizing a remote 

2 point of purchase action with a credit or debit card at 

3 facilities which permit such actions, said method 

4 comprising the steps of; / 

5 storing selections made hy an authorized user during 

6 A the previous n transactions With the credit or debit card 

7 \ at the facilities and generating a user profile in 

8 I \ response thereto; / 

.ill / 

prompting a current: user with options during a 

1^ \ C; current transaction wich the credit or debit card at one 

ir^ll of the facilities; / 

;:.!L2 comparing opt/ons selected by the current user with 

ij|-3 the user profile;/ 

i'i4 requiring ythe current user to answer a security- 

;i 15 related questi/on if the options selected by the current 

jii'ie user are incdnsistent with the user profile; and then 

5 U j 

%! permitting the current transaction only if the 

current user correctly answers said security-related 

19 question/ 

1 10. The method of claim 9 wherein the step of storing 

2 selectaons comprises storing selections made by the 

3 authoyrized user while using a plurality of credit or 

4 debit cards at various ones of the facilities, wherein 

5 each of the credit or debit cards has a different account 

6 number. 
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11. The method of claim 9 whefTein the step of requiring 
the current user to answer a /security-related question 
requires the current user ' s ycurrent selections to be 
substantially inconsistent 




12 . The method of clair 



^ith the user profile 



wherein the step of requiring 
the current user to ansj^er a security-related question is 
predicated on the current user's current selections being 
identical to the user /prof ile . 

13 . The method of claim 9 wherein the step of requiring 
the current viser to answer a security-related question 
entails reouiring the current user to answer a plurality 
of securit/y-2:elated questions, and wherein the step of 
permitting the current transaction requires the current 
user to /answer each of the security-related questions 
correct/ly . 



rn 
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14. A system for automatically authorizing a remote 
point of purchase action at a facility which permits such 
actions, comprising: / 

a memory for storing previous selections made by an 
authorized user; / 

a user terminal adapte<y to prompt a user with 
options during a transaction at the facility; 

processor means for Comparing options selected by 
the user at the user temninal during a current 
transaction with the previous selections stored in the 
memory; / 

control means for requiring the user to answer a 
security-related question when the options selected by 
the user at the user terminal during the current 
transaction are inconsistent with the previous selections 
stored in the meiribry, and for thereafter permitting the 
current transactAon only when the user correctly answers 
said security-related question. 

15. The system of claim 14 wherein the memory generates 
a user profile of selections made by the user during the 
last n transactions. 

16. The system of claim 14 wherein the user terminal is 
a device for reading a credit or debit card. 

17. The /system of claim 14 wherein the control means 
requires /the user to correctly answer a plurality of 
security- related questions. 
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IS . A computer program product, lyesiding on a computer 
usable medium and having computer/ usable program means 
embodied therein, said computer jasable program means 
comprising: / 

means for storing selectiyons made by an authorized 
user during a previous transaction; 

means for prompting a user with options during a 
current transaction at the /facility; 

means for comparing options selected by the user 
with prestored selections; 

means for requiring the user to answer a security- 
related question if the options selected by the user are 
inconsistent with the /prestored selections; and 

means for permitting the current transaction only if 
the user correctly answers said security-related 
question, / 

19. The computer rt)rogram product of claim 18 wherein the 
means for storing/ selections generates a user profile of 
selections made by the user during the last n 
transactions. / 

20. The computer program product of claim 18 wherein the 
means for storing selections stores selections made by 
the user at a plurality of facilities. 

21. The compmter program product of claim 18 wherein the 
means for stopring selections stores selections made by 
the user whil^e using a credit or debit card. 
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22. The computer program product of claim 18 wherein the 
means for storing selections stores selections made by 
the user whi^/e using a plurality of credit or debit 
cards, where^Ln each of the credit or debit cards has a 
different account number. 

23 . The (Computer program product of claim 18 wherein the 
means toif requiring the user to answer a security-related 
question is predicated on the user's current selections 
being substantially inconsistent with the prestored 
selections . 



24. The computer program^roduct of claim 18 wherein the 




means for requiring the 
question is predicated 

being identical to the /^restored selections 




to answer a security-related 
the user's current selections 



25. The computer program product of claim 18 wherein the 
means for requiring the user to answer a security-related 
question eritails requiring the user to answer a plurality 
of security-related questions, and wherein the means for 
permittimg the current transaction requires the user to 
answer Q^ach of the security-related questions correctly. 



